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* thou forbear to deliver them that are arawn unto aeath, 425 4 
that are ready to be ſlain, 


FE thou ſayeſt, Behold we know it not; ; doth not he that conilereth the heart | 
© conſider it? and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not he know it: s and 
2 not t he render to every man according to his Works? 
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Muifers 055 725 4 677 wichin the Prövinee 
of London, whoſe Names: are Subſcribed. 


Delivered to His Excellency by forte. of the Sub- 
4, „% fAcribels, Jan. 18. 1649. 


With Jeliee” to have it communicated 10 the General Council 
75 955 the kz, 
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My: it + pleaſe Jour Excellens with 01 of your C ouncil: 


Hereas of late divers Applications have been made, as well in 
_ writing as by verbal Meſſages, inviting the Miniſters of Lone. 
den, or ſome of them, to meet with the Officers of the Army, 
in their ent ene about matters of Religion, We, Miniſters of the Goſ⸗ 
pel within the Province 'of London hold it our Duty, as then to refuſe any 
ſuch, meeting as was propoſed; ſo now to give your Lordfhip and your 
Council the Reaſons of that Refuſal, leaſt by our ſilence we ſhould ſeem to 
be wanting in that Ingenuity and Candor which becomes all, but eſpecially 
the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. And underſtanding that ſome of our Prethren, 
at, one F before. your Lordſhip and ſome of your Council, Mr, 5s 
Marſhal, Mr. Calamy, Mr, Wiyckers, Mr. Sedgwick, &c, And at another 
with fame of your ha Officers, Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Calany, Mr. 4, &c, 
Have already _ manifeſted thelr diſlike, both of your late Actions towards 
many of the Worthy Members of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and 
what likeways you have. pabliſhed in your late Remonſtrance and Declara» - 1 
tion, as your intention for ſettling the Affairs of the Kingdom, (as we were 
informed by ſome of them, and willed thus to Gignifie,) We thought „ 
hereby to manifeſt our Congurrence with thoſe of our Reverend Brethren,” 
| A deſiring, That while we uſe that Plainneſſe andy reedom which becom: 
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eth the Agtibafl adorpofyEhriſp=this.our performance not be.,miſ-in- 
terpretcd,either as & .twanſpreſſing the 1 Opritfan- ;cekneſs! or an 
exceeding the Boungs of Miniſterial Liberty; We being commanded to cry 
aloud, and to lifr up our voices as Trumpets, to tw the People their 
Tranſgrefſions, and the houſe ofzZaceb, their, Sins. 1 

Had a Conference been detired with us onfy to have given you reſolution, 
whether the ways wherein, at the preſent you are walking, are agreeable 
to the Word of God (which Caſe indeed had been ſuitable for privat perſons. 
to have propounded, and. for Miniſters of the Goſpel to have reſolved) We 
ſhould moſt willingly and freely have delivered our Fudgements- (as our fore- 
mentioned Brethren have done) concerning theſe your practiſes; and have 
given you this as our. Advice, grounded upon Scripture; Namely, That in 
ſtead of proceeding further in ſuch unwarrantable courſes, you fhould have 
teſtified your timely and Godly forrow for what (fo clearly againſt the di- 
rect Rule of the Word) you have already acted - = - 

| And if only fer clearing of this Caſe, a Conference had been deſired, It- 
was from the firſt profeſſed that we ſhould be ready and willing to meet, 
where and with whomſoever, to aſſert and maintain our Judgement therein, 
But as if the juſtneſs of your way were already granted by us; We were 
only invited to contribute oùr aſſiſtance in proſecution of what you had un- 
dertaken, which we conceive to be out of your Sphere; And for us to have 
joined in any conſultations of this nature, would have made. us acceſſary un- 
to chem; guilty ot the evil which is in them, and even, partakers of otber 
wens (uf, 1 Tin. 5. 2. contrary; to the Apoftles rule, who bids us, 1.Theſ,. 
5. 225 abſ ain even from all appearance of evil, and, Epheſ. 5. 11. have vo fel. 


lowſhip with the unſyuuſul works. of darkneſs, but reprove them rab. 
It is already ſufficiently known (beſides all former miſcarruges) what: 
Attempts of late have been put in practiſe againſt lawful Authority: Eſpe- 
cially by your late Remonſtrance, and Declaration publifhed in oppoſition 
to the proceedings of. Parliament; As allo by ſeizing and impriſoning the 
| Kings perſon, without the knowledge and conſent of Parliament, and by: 
that late unparalled violence offered to the Members of it, fortibly hinder- 
iog above one hundred of them (if we miſtake not the number} from ſiting 
in Parliament, Impriſoning many of their Perfonsz though many of them 


are know to us to be Men of eminent Worth and Integrity, and who, have 


Kingdom; and beſides all, this, there is an intent ot Framing and contrivmg 
a new module, as well of the Laws. and Government of the Kingdom, as 
of the Conllitotion gf anew kind of Axpreſntarve fe you call ir) in fad. 
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of this and all future Parliaments 0 this to be Subſcribed throughout the 
Kingdom, under the notion of an Agreement of the People; as is Declared  _ 
in'your late Remonſtrance, of November, . 16. 1648. pag, 67. All which bi 
practites we cannot but judge, to be manifeſtly oppoſite to the lawful au- 
thority of thole Magiſtrates, which God hatk ſer over us, and to the Duty 
and Obedience, which by the Laws of God and Man, and by our mani» 
fold Oaths and Covenants, we ſtand obliged to render to them. And 
therefore we judge it our Duty, rather to teſtify our utter diſlike, and de- 
teſtation, then to give any (though but implicite and interpretative) appro- 
bation of them. ls 1 * | 
Wie remember the advice of Selomon, Prov. 24. 21. Fear thou the: Lord, 
and the King, and meddle not with them that are given to change 3 And that of 
Paul, 2 Theſſ. 3. 6. Withdraw from every Brother that watketh à r, diſorder- 
| by, and not according to the Traditions which you haue recerved of a: Of which 
this is one, Tit. 3. 1. Put them in mind to be ſubjeft to Princapalines and Powerg, 
and to obey Magiſtrates ;- And . RoM. 13. 1, 2. Let every ſoul be ſubject to the 
higher Powers, for tbere 1s no power but of God, the Powers that be are Ordamed 
G: Imhoſoe ver therefore refifleth the Power, refifleth the Ordinance of God, 
and they. that refit, ſhall: recerve to themſelves damnation. The fear of Ged- 
therefore (whole Ordinance. 1s violated, when Magiſtracy is oppoſed) makes 
us afraid of meddling with thoſe who without any colour of Legal Authori- 
ty, meerly upon the Preſumption of Strength, thall attempt ſuch Changes 
as theſe ate. And we. cannot hut be deeply affected with grief and aſtoniſh- 
ment, to ſee that an Army, raiſed by Authority of .Farhament, for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Priviledges thereof, and of our Religion, Laws and Liber- 
ties, ſhould contrary to their truſt, and many Ingagements, do that which 
tends to the manifeſt Subverſion of them all. 
Wie have not forgotten thoſe declared Grounds and Principles, upon 
which the Parliament firſt took up Armes, and upon which We were in- 
duced' to jou with them; (from which We have not hitherto declined, and 
We truſt through Gods Grace never-{hall.) We remember; That when the 
King, with a multitude of Armed Men, demanded but a.ſmall number (in 
compariſon of thoſe now ſecluded by you) of the Members of Parliament: 
It was deemed ſuch an borrid Violation of their Priviledges, and an act ſo 
Injurious, and Deſtructive. to the good of the Kingdom, as had not (then) 
 any- Precedent or Parallel; And of what nature it was judged to be, by a 
Parliament then free and tull may appear by the Order of the Houſe of Com- 
mons of Zenuery 3. 1641. When, hearing but of a purpoſe in the King to 
Sciſc upon ſome. of their Members, they declared If any Perſon whatſo- 
S447 1 ever,, 
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ever, ſhall offer to Arreſt, or De 


„ Ss 
tain, the Perſon of any Member of this 
©Houſe, without firſt acquamting this Houſe therewith, and receiving furs 


_ ©®ther Order from this Hotſe, That it is lawful for ſuch Member, or any 
* Perſon fo aſſiſt him, and to ſtand upon his or their Guard of Defence, and 


to make reſiſtance, according to the Proteſtation taken to Defend the Pri- 
viledges of Parliament; and by the Declaration of January 17, 1641. 
That the arreſting of any Member of Parliament, by any Warrant what⸗ 


ſoever, without a Legal proceeding againſt them, and without conſent of 


that Houſe, whereof ſuch perfon is a Member, is againſt the Liberty of 
* che Subject, and a Breach of Priviledge of Parliament; And the perſon 


 *which ſhall arreſt any of theſe perſons, or any other Member of the Par- 


©liament, is Declared a publick Enemy of the Common-wealtin. 
And this Violation of their Priviledges, was that which did occaſion firſt 


2 Guard, and was afterward one Reaſon of raifing an Army: But that an 
Army thus raiſed by their Authority, and for their preſervation, ſhould now 


ſo far exceed that Act which was then eſteemed without parallel, could 


hardly have been imagined by us, had not our eyes been Witneſles of it. 


Aud although both Houſes of Parliament (who are jointly together with 


the King, intruſted with the Supream Authority of the Kingdom) ſaw cauſe | 


to take up Armes for their on Defence, againſt the Attempts made 
upon them by the King and his Evil Councellers; and for the preſervation 


of the Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſhed (which was then indangered by the 
growth of ſeveral Errors and Innovations;') and for tlie ſecuring of:the-Fun- 


damental Laws and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, which they apprehended 


then to be underminded by ſeveral Illegal incroachments: Vet this can- 


not be pleaded as any Juſtification or Precedent for you (who, in reference 


to the power of Magiſtracy, are but private perſons) to uſurpe an Authority 


over King and Parliament, and to intermedle with affairs which belong not 
to you. For the Laws of GOD, Nature, and Nations, together with the 


Dictates of Reaſon, and the Common conſent ot all Caſuiſts allow that to 


thoſe which are intruſted with managing the Supream Authority of a State 


or Kingdom, which they no not allow to a multitude of privat-Perlons, 


though they have ſtrength in their hands to eſſect it. 


And moreover, although the Parliament thus took up Arms for the 
Defence of their Perſons and Priviledges, and the preſervation of Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties; Yet it was not their intention thereby to do vio- 
"lence to the Perſon of the King, or deveſt him of his Regat Authority, 


* 


and what of Right belongeth to him, Cas appears by their many Decla- 
rations in that behalf: ] Much leſs was it their purpoſe to ſubvert and 
| . 5 | OVer- 


_ 3} 6 Defend, wick our Lives, Power and Eſtates, His Majeſties Royal Perſon, 


I — 
ee the whole Frame and Nabe Conſſitution of the gt ESO 
ment of the Kingdom, or to give. FROBc. and, Authority to . per n 5 

whatſoever ſa to do. . 105 . | 

_ 1 And. therefore we; Ache, our ſeves obliged thus to. appear for the 
' maintainance of our Religion, Laws and -Laberties, together with the 
Conſtitution, Power, and Priviledges of Parliament, and the ſettled Go- 
vernment of the Kin gdom.z both, on the one hand. againſt all Malignant 
Councils and Deſi ignes for the Introduction of an * and Tyrrau- 
| mical power in the King; and on the other hand, againſt all Irregular 
Licentious proceedings of private Ferſons, tending to the ſubverſion of 
them, and to the latroduction of Anarchy, Confuſion, Prophannels, and | 
Irreligion. 1 5 
And we are the more flongly engaged thus to adhere firmly to cheſe o our 
former juſt Principles, by reaſon of the ſeveral Oaths and Covenants ge- 

! nerally, taken — the Kingdom, as by the Proteſtation of Aan 
5. 1641. Wherein we do in the preſence of © Almighty God Promile, 
* Vow, and Proteſt; according to the Duty of our Allegiance to maintain and 


Honour and Eftate, and the Power and Priviledges of Parliament. As 
s alſo by the Vom and Covenant, wherein the Lords and Commons have 
© Declared; that there had then been atreacherous and horrid Defi ign to ſarprize: 
«the Cities of Lenden and Weſlmanfler with the Suburbs, and by Arms to. 
force the Parliament: And finding by conſtant experience, that many 
ways of, Farce and Treachery are continually attempted, &c. Required, 
© That all that are true-hearted and lovers of their Country, ſhould bind 
_ themſelves each to other in that Sacted Vow and Covenant, wherein we 
« Declare / dur abhoesring and deteſting the ſaid wicked and treacherous De- 
« {ign, and that we would according to our Power and Vocation Oppoſe 
<and Reſiſt the ſame, and all other of the like natute. And like ways by 
the: Se enn League and Covenant for the Reformation and Defence of Religion, 
*che Honour and Heappmeſs of the King, the Peace and Safety of the Kingdom:,. 
c. | Wherein we have Covenanted, That we will ſincerely, really and 
c conſtantly in our ſeveral Vocations, endeavour to preſerve the Rights and 
Priviledges of the Parliaments, and Preſerve and Defend the Kings Ma- 
© jefties Perſon and Authority, in the preſervation and Defence of the True 
«Religion, and Liberties of the Kingdows,, that the World may bear Wit= 
*nels with our Conſciegces of Od Loyalty,! and that we have no thoughts: 
Sor intentiena to Dima * nene een Lene 3 l 
23812 Or: 5410 b. 2 190 WH; ei ee [- the * 1 r þ WEST 
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In all which obligations, houh the matter of them may be; in part; 6 
Civil concernment, yet the bond and tye of an Oach and Covenant is Reli 
gious, ſacred and inviolable Which though ſome may eſteem no more 
than an Almanack out of date, yet we look upon it as the Oath of GOD, in 
3 Name we have ſworn, and who will certainly require it at our 
bands 1 $2265, 2 LOO GE UIAVICLDN IAIN TIE NCOUNOO W 
We know with what a jealous Eye, and ſevere Hand, the Lord avenged 
the quarrel of his Covenant made by Zedetiab to the King of Babylon, 
Hough extorted from him, and prejudicial to him. Exel. t7. 14, 15. 18, 
19 © Shall he proſper {{auh 60 D] ſhall he eſcape, that doth ſuch things? 
„Or ſhall he break the Covenant, and be delivered ? As I live faith the Lord, 
© ſecing he deſpiſed the Oath by breaking the Covenant (when lo, he had 
_ © given his hand) he ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaich the Lord God, 
As 1 live, ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpiſed, and imy Covenant that he 
* hath broken, even it will l recompence upon his own head. We dare not 
therefore (when we have lift up our hands to the moſt High GOD) by the 
violation of a more Righteous Oath; :pFovock the wrath of the LORD againſt 
us, who is the Searcher of all hearts, and to whom we muſt give an accompt 
at the Great Day. FCS, LR os Bee 5 . 215 eee 
Inſtead therefore of joining in Conſultation with you; We do earneſtly 
entreat you, in the Name of our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrift, whoſe. 
Ambaſſadours we are, That ye would commune with your own hearts, con- 
fider the evil of your preſeut wayes, and turn from them; Remember from 
whence your are fallen, and repent and do your firſt works,. You' were 
once honourable and precious in the eyes of us and others of Gods ſervants, 
while you kept in Geds way, and within your own ſpheare; yeu Had our 
hearts, our help, and our Prayers for ſucceſs therein: But alas! you have 
eclipſed your own glory, and brought à Cloud over all your excellencies, 
You are now walking in by - paths of your own, wherein we dare not ſay, 
1 Pſat. 129. 8. The bleſſing of the Lord be upon you, We bleſs you in the 
name of the Lord, nor bid you God ſpeed, leſt we be partakers of your evil 
© deeds, ® John. v. 11. In ſtead of preſerving the Truth and purity - of Reli- 
gion and the Worſhip of God; we fear, you are opening a door to deſpe- 
rat and damnable Errors aud Hereſies againſt the Truth of God, and to 
many licentious and wicked practiſes againſt the worſhip and wayes of God, 
How is Religion made to ſtink by reaſon your miſcarriages, and like to be- 
come a ſcorn and reproach in all the Chriſtian World? How are the faces of 
Gods faithful ſervants covered with ſhame, and their hearts filled with Sor- 
ow and Greif by reaſon thereof? Mow is the Golden Cord of 3 
= BR; broken 
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fear, may have to 


ite Tranlactions- 
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poſſeſſed Freinds in one day? 


broken in ſunder? the Honour and Authority of Magiſtracy laid in the Duſt? 
How hath the Parliament, which ſuſtained the force and oppoſition of pro- 
felled Enemies for many years, been made contemptible and torn in peices by . 


You cannot but know how fully and frequently Gods Word commandeth 


and inforceth Obedience and Submiſſion to. Magiſtrates, forbidding, alſo and 
condemning [ and that under pain. of Damnation, ] fuch practiſes as theſe of 


yours are. As likewiſe what ſevere Threatnings and Examplary Judgements 
from God have been denounced apainſt, and inflicted on the Contemners and 
Oppoſers of this his Ordinance, Lou know what à Brand the Apoſtle quae 
puts upon thoſe that deſpiſe Dominion and ſpeak evil of Dignities. Jud. v. 8. 11. 


Wo unto them (faith he) for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greeauly 


after the Error of Balaam for 4 reward, and periſhed im the gamſaying of Corah. 
Lou know the ſad examples of Corah Dathan, and Abiram in their mutinous 


Rebellion, and Levelling defiga againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, in the 
perſons of Hoſes and Haron, Tou take too much upon you [L/ they to 
Moſes and Aaron] ſeeing all the Congregation are Holy DION Or Saints. 
Whereſore then lift you up your ſelves above the Congregation of the Lord? 
© Which Moſes fears not to call a gathering together againſt the Lord, and 


© warns the People to avoid their Company Nur. 16. 3. 11. 26. 32. 33, 29. Depart 


© from the Tents of thele wicked Men, and touch nothing of theirs, leſt yet 


© be conſumed in all their Sins; After which the Earth opened her Mouth, 


and ſwallowed them ap, with all that appertained to them: 
were in that Rebellion a conſiderable number ot Eminent Men, Two hundred | 


And yet there: 


and Fifty Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the Congregation, Men of Renoune, 
And conſonant to the Tenor of the Scriptures herein, hath alway been the 
conftant Judgement and Doctrine of Proteſtant Divines both at home, and 


abroad, with whoſe judgements we do fully concurr; diſclaiming, deteſt- 


ing and abhorring the wicked and Bloody Tenents and Practices of ]cluites, 


| (the worſt of Papiſts,) concerning the oppoſing of la wtul Magiſtrates. by Pri- 


vate Perſons, and the Murthering of Kings by any, though under the moſt 


- 
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ſpecious and colourable pretences. Which ſeſuitical Principles and Counſels we 
o great a concurrence with, if not an influence upon thieſe 


Now we deſire ydur ſeriouſly, and as in the ſight of God, to examine your 
own hearts and wayes, and to deal with your ſelves as ſometimes 
did with David, Put caſe ſome other Party of Men in the Kingdom, whole 
Principles had not been concurrent witlr yours, ſhould have attempted Acts- 
of ſuch a nature, as thoſe that you have performed; as ſeiſing the Rings 


Nathan 


per- 


ſon, 


of x * 


_ 


; | i 10 ; i : 
fon, and removing him from place to $6 without and againſt his and the 
Parliaments conſent: would nut have been judged by you an intolerable 
contenipt, both of his and their Authority? ut caſe they and their Confe. 
derates * attempted the removal of the Parliaments Guards, ſecured or in- 
hibitcd a great number of their Members, contrived ayd promoted” new 


 Modul.s of their own, deſtructive to the being both of this and and all other 
_ Parliaments. with other Acts of the like nature; we appeal to your con- 
| ſciences, what Clamours and Accuſations againit them wonld from your ſelves 


have proceeded, And if in other Perſons you would condemn the Fa, the 


Lord grant yow hearts to ſee who are the men. Was it once a crime of the 
higheſt nature, ro endeavour the ſubverſion of the Fundamental Laws of 


the Kingdom, to diſſwade the calling, or perſwade the difloluticn of 


_ Parliaments; to countenance Arininians, or connive at Pspiſts: And can 
it be now commendable to contrive the ſubverſion of the whole Laws and Go- 


verninent of the Kingdom all at once; and inſtead of a few Erroursto allow, 
(as we fear ſome amongſt you endeavour) a total impunity, and univerſal Tole- 
ration of all Religions? Be not decei ved, God is not mocked: He knows bow fre- 
quently you e Frag that as a great crime in others, which you would, 
have accounted a vertue in your ſelves; But God who is no reſpecter of Per- 


ſons alloweth no ſuch rule, © Rom. 1 21. Thoſe who knowing the Judgement 


* of God, that they which commit ſuch things are worthy of Death; not 


only do the fame things, but have pleaſure in, (or, confent with) them 


 ©that do them, in judgeing. another condemn themſelves, Ron. 2 t. 3. And 
„ thinkeft thou this, O man, that judgeſt them which do ſuch things, and 


doeſt the fame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the judgement of God? Verſes 2. 6. 
*11, No ſurely, we are ſure the Judgement of God is according to truth, 
* againſt them which commit ſuch things, Who will render to every man 


rb snaccording to his deeds; For there is no reſpe of Perſons with God. 


We defire that you would not be too confident on former Succeſſes. If 


God have made you proſper while you were in His way, this can be no war- 


rand for yuu to walk in wayes of your own, and promiſe your ſelves Succeſs' 


therein; Nay, it through Gods permiſſion (for reaſons beſt known to Him- 


ſelf] you have had or may have Succeſs in an Evil way, yet is it no juſtifica- 


tion thereof, nor encouragement to procecd therein. Yea, you know. that: 
it is one of the greateſt [udgements, when God ſuffers men to proſper in ſin- 
ful courſes. Wiſe Solomon tells us from his own experience, that here be ſome- 
times juſt men to whom it happeneth according to the work of the wicked: 
« again, There be wicked men to whom it happeneth according; to the work 
of the Righteous, Eccleſe 8.1 There is a jak 


rightc- 


man that periſheth in bg. 
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© righteouſnels, and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in bis 
© wickedneſs, Eceleſ. 7,15, But, becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 
© executed ſpeedily, ſhall therefore the heart of the ſons of men he fully ſet in 


© them: to do evil, Eccleſ. 8. 11, God forbid, 


And therefore the Providence of God [which is ſo often pleaded in. juſli- | 


cation of yqur wayes] is no lafe rule to walk by, eſpecially in ſuch Acts as 
the Word of God condemns. God doth not approve the practiſe of what- 
ſoẽver his providence doth permit. When Dad, in the cave, had an op- 


8 deſtroy Saul, (who was then in the actual purſuance of him for 
is like,) David men make uſe of ſuch an Argument from Providence, Be- 


bold, ſay they, « the day of which the Lord ſaid unto thee, Behold, 1 will de. 


liver thine Enemy into thine hand that thou maycſt do to him, as it ſhall 
© ſeem good unto thee, 1 Sam. 14. 4. 6, 7, 13. but David neither durſt him- 


fclf, nor would permit his Men to make uſe thereof; but faith, « The Lord 


* forbid that I ſhould do this thing unto my Mafter the Lords Anointed, to 


© ftreatch forth my hand againſt him. Again when David found Saul ſleeping in 


: his Trench, behold a Providence might Abiſhar have ſaid] God, faith he. 


© hath delivered thine Enemy into thine hand this day, now therefore let me 


* {mite him, &c. 1 Sam. 26. 8. 9. No, ſauh David deſtroy him not, for who 
*can ſtreatch forth his hand againſt the Lords Anointed and be guiltleſs ? 
But if to fellow Proyidence, had been a ſufficient Warrand; David ſhould 
have taken another courſe. In ſumme, if this be a good warrand, nothing 


can bea ſin, for nothing can come to pals at all, unleſs the permiſſive Pro- 


vidence of God afford an opportunity. 
Nor is it ſafe to be guided by impulſes of Spirit, or pretended impreſſions 


on your hearts, without or againſt the rule of Gods written Word. For 


by this means the temptations of Satan, and the motions of Gods Spirit will 


be put in equal ballance. And we deſire you likewiſe to conſider, whether 
any Hiſtory, ſacred or prophane, recordeth any example of an impulle of 


Spirit falling upon Multitudes of perſons at the ſame time, putting them all 
at once upon performances contrary to Moral Preceps; as alſo, whether ſuch 
perſons who are ated by an impulſe of Spirit, can Command others who 


want it, (nay, who do not ſo much as pretend to have it) to do that unto, 
which themſelves pretend to be fo incited? We know that it is the duty of 
Chriſtians to try ſuch inſtigations by the Word of God, and examine how 


well they agree thereunto, that they may accordingly |udge, whether it be 
the voice of God, or the voice of Satan, and of their own corrupt hearts, 
that prompteth them. To the Law and to the Teſtimony, it they ſpeak not 
$ according to this word, it is becauſe there is no light in them. J. 28. * 

Ba | The 


n GER; | 
The Apoſtle Peter direQs the lev to whom he wrote, to adhere to the 
word written, as to 4 more ſure word of propheſie, 2 Pet. 1. 19. By the ſame 
Rule, whereby we mult eh the ſpirits, we mult allo try the impulſes of (piets 
otherwiſe we do excecdingly ſtrengthen the Devils hands againſt our own 
Souls, and tempt him ro tempt us; „ OP | 
If beyond all this you plead Neccſſity of doing thus, leaſt what you pre- 
tend as a Glorious Work, might elle miſcarry, and therefore venture on 
theſe wayes, which are by your ſelves confefled to be wregutar and not ſuſtify” 
able; We anſwer, that no neceſſity can oblige a man to ſin; God ſtands not 
in need of our Sin to carry on his own work. Vu ye ſpeak witkedly for God, 
and talk deceitfully for him ? faith Jeb, Job. 13. 7. „„ 

And yet this Plea of neceſſity is of the leis weight in your caſe, becauſe, 
we fear, the ends you aim-at, are no mor: juſtifiable then the means you uſe; 
and the neceſſity pleaded is either mecrly pretended, or at leaft contracted 

by your own miſcarriages, „„ 25 
But if at any time a precept of God may be diſpenſed with vpen a ne- 
cellity : Yet we ſuppoſe your ſelves will grant, That this neceſſity muſt be 
Abſolute, Preſent, and Clear; not Doubttul, Uncertain, and Conjectural, 
as that which is alledged in your caſe muſt needs be, it being diſcerned on- 
ly by your ſelves and your own party. It 's moſt apparent to us, that 
there was ot late no neceſſity at all of theſe your irregular practiſes; the _ 
Parliament being (ill forced by you) full ard tree, acting what was Co- 
venanted for, and (if we miſtake not) what was agreed upon long before 
by the Parliaments of both Kingdoms. Belides you have engaged your 
{elves by an Oath to preſerve his Majcliies perſon, and the Priviledges of 
Parliament ; and this is moſt clear, That no neceflity can juſtifie perjury, or 
diſpence with lawful Oaths; That dreadful flywwg Roll being ready to ſeiſe 
upon him that ſweareth fa'ſly by the Name of God. Zach. 5. 4. An example of 
which ſevere judgement from God, for the violation of an Oath, you have 
in Saul, who though he did out of a good intention, w his real to the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, ſlay the Gibeonites (a people formerly accurſcd, and who had fal- 
laciouſly procured a Covenant from 7 above two hundred years before] 
2 Sam. 21. 1, 2, 6. Yet for Sauls breaking of that Covenant, was the 
wholc Kingdom of /ſ-ae!, and his poſterity in particular, moſt ſeverely pu- 
-niſhed by GOD. = 1 5 
We do therefor upon the whole matter, ſericuſſy heſeech you, as in the 
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ſight of God, to reccde from theſe evil wayes, and contain your ſelves + 
witkin your own . bounds, to learn /Jeha Baptiſis Leſſon for Souldiers, Be 
violence to no man, Luke 3. 14. Lor put no Mau in tear | neither accuſe any 7 


* 
* * * . * 
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; man faiſly, and be content with your wager. But if you perſiſt in theſe ways, 
; behold you have fined againſt the Lord, and be (ure your fin will find you ont ; and 
| take hced, leſt, when the hand of God ſhall overtake you, and turn tne wheel 
| | upon you, you be found to ſuffer both & evil doers, ind 4 buſie- bodies in 
other men matters. 1 Pet. 4. 15. | 
And when you ſhall thus return to your duty; as we-fhall have cauſe to 
bleſs GOD for it, ſo we ſhall not necd to fear thoſe threatnings which 
ſome of us have received [we ſay not from your lelvęs,) yet from Mei- 
ſengers directed (as they informed us) immediatly from your ſelves, to ſome 
of us, That if me per/iſt to flir up the People te Sedition (for {6 it ſeeins out be- 
wailing your ſins before the Lord, is interpreted) and Soulaters do u 4 mi- 
chief, we may thank our ſelves; That if there follom another Nur, you will gie 
 -quarter to none that ands againſt you, That you will pare neither Man, Womand 
nor Child, Engliſh, or Stranger, But it theſe our txhortations prevail not, 
we have diſcharged our duty, and we hope, deirvered our en foals, Ezek. 
i 33 9. and if it be our portion to ſuffer, we truſt-we ſh.ll ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
i and for well doing, 1 Peter 4 16. 1 Peter 3. 17. and that ſurb ſuffering ſhall 
be exceptable wth God; in whoſe ſight the death of his Saints if precious; 1 
5 Peter 2, 20. Pſal. 116. 15. Who when he maketh inquiſſtion fer blood forgeiteth 
vor the cry of the humble; Pſal. 9 12. and though ſome of us were told by 
f dne of the Meſſengers ſent from you, That f we put our ſelves upon ſufßer- 
| ing, we ſhall have ſuffering enough; yet we know, That, the God whom we 
, Jerve 15 able to deliver us: Dau. 3. 17. To whom in the diſcharge of our 
7 guty, we commu the keeping of our ſouls, 4s to a fatthful Creator. 1 Peter 4. 19. 
? And thus out of a zeal to Gods glory, a care to diſcharge our own 
| duties, and an hearty deſire after the comfort und ſalvation of your fouls, 
we have freely and faithfully declared our judgements concerning your late” 
and prelent proceedings. if the Lord pleaſe to make it effectual for your 
Reformation, we and all the Churches of Chriſt ſhall have cauſe to bleſs 
God for you; but if for our ſins, and the fins of the Land, the Lord 
ſhall make you inſtruments of miſcry and contuſiun (which your preſent. 
actings do certainly tend to) we will ſay with Eu, Ir 1s the Lord, let him 
do what ſeemeth him good. 1 Sam. 3. 18. But we hope better things of you. 
and ſubſcribe our ſelyes, bs 
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Jan. 17. 1649. 


Tho. Gnaler, Pa flor of Rother- 


hith. 


Geor. Walker, Paſtor of John 


Evangeliſt. . 
Arthur Jaelſon, Paſtor of Mich. 
ael Woodſtreet. —_ 
Char. Ofspring, Paſtor of Antho- 
lines. 


aids Eaſtcheap. 


/ Nicolas Profet, Miniſter of the 


Word at Foſters. 


x Thomas Caſe, Miniſter of Maud- 


- Samer Cle 


; 


lin{milkfireet. . 
 Stanh Gower, Miniſter of the 
Goſpe | at Martins Ludgate. 
ode ng of Alhallows on 


. the Wa 
rk. Minifter at Ben- 
net-Ey k. 
The. Clandon, Paſtor of Alhal- 
__lowsbarking. 


\8 ; ; John Wall, Minifter of Michael 


Cornhill. - 
E Cranford, Paſtor of Chri- 
ſtophers. 
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. Tour Servants in the Lord, | 


Franiis Roberts, Paſtor of Au- 

8 5 

Miam Enten, paſtor of Chriſt- 

Church. 

Elidad Blackwel, Paſtor of Al- 
hallows Underſhaft. HEE 


' 


Milliam Harriſon, Miniſter of 
768 } Grace-Church. _. 
/ Henry Robroagh, Paſtor of Leo- Hohn Sheffield, Miniſter of Swi- 


things, 

Mathew Haviland, Miniſter of 
. Trinity-Pariſh. 5 

Georg e Smalemood, Miniſter of 

5 Mildreds Poultrey. 


illiam Taylor, Paſtor of Ste- 
phens Colmanſtreer. 


'Chriftorpher Love, Paſtor ofAnn 
Robert Mercer, Minifter of 
_ Brides. 


Ralph Robinſon, Paſtor of Mary 
Woolnoth. ., 

"William Blackmore Paſtor of Pe- 

| ters cornhill. 


Fran: Peck, Paſtor of Nicolas 
BY... WEE 


| Fames Natton, Paſtor of Leonard Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of the 
pa. ap at Saviors South- 
war 


Foſterlane. 


* Thomas Co omton, Pa ſtor of Barcho- 


lomew Exchange. 


John Fuller, Miniſter of Buthol- 


b Biſhopſgate. 


[William Wickins, Paſtor of An- 
drew Hubbard. 


John V. li, Waller of Mar- | 
| tins 


(15), 


\ 


_ tins is Tronmonger-lane. 
Thomas Manton , Miniſter of 


Stock-Newingtoun. 


Tho. Gouge, Miniſter of Scgpl- | 


chres. 

Tho. Watſon, Paſtor of Stevens 
Walbrook. | 

' Nathaniel Staniforth , Miniſter | 
- of Mary-Bothaw. 

John Halk, Preacher at Albal- 
lows on the Wall. 


2 Tir, Paſtor of f Buttolpti ki 3 | 


Billingſgate. 


Jonathan Lloyd, Paſtor of James ; 


Garlickhith. 
John Morton, Paſtor of N ewing- 
toun Buts. | 
Toſhuah Kirby, Miniſter of the | 
Word. 
Arthur Barham, Paſtor of Helens, FY 
Ben. Needler, Paſtor of Marga- 
ret Moſes. © 


John Glaſock, Miniſter of the Job Wells, Miniſter of Olaves 


Goſpel at Andrew Under- | 


ſhaft.” 


Jury. 
Robert Mathew, Miniſter of An- ; 
WP Wardrobe. 


| Thomas Whately, Paſtor of Mary 
| Wool-Church. 
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